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The following address is presented to the read- 
ers of the Advocate, in compliance with the 
wishes of many of our friends. It is hoped 
that the sentiments therein expressed will 
harmonize with the feelings of all our chris- 
tian brethren, and be-productive of good to 
all especially to such as are members of the 
Fraternity. 

Black Rock, June $, 5826. 

Sir :— 

‘'e have heen appointed a Committee, on the part 
of li .rion Lodge, in this village, and of Western 
Stai Jre, of Buffalo, to return you their united 
thauics for the excellent Masonic Oration delivered 
by you on ‘he occasion of the celebration of the An- 
niversary of St. Joho the Baptist, the 24th instant at 
this place, and to request from you a copy thereof for 
publication. 

We are, dear Brother, yours 

Fraternally, 
J.L. BARTON, ; 
E. D. EFNER, 

To Tae Rev. Br. Everett. 

Gentirmen: Were it not for the approbation 
which you and othershave been pleased to bestow 
on the Address which I had the honor to pronounce 
before a numerous and highly respectable assem- 
dlage of brethren composing Barton, and W. Star 
Lodge on the 24th instant, I shculd by no means sub- 
mit it to public inspection ; but confiding in your 
charity and good wishes for the prosperity and hap- 
pinoss of the fraternity 1 cheerfully comply with your 
polite request and herewith present itto you to be 
disposed of as your wisdom may direct. 

Yours, with due respect, 
L. 8. EVERETT. 


Com- 
mittee. 


Buffalo, 27th June. 
J.L. BARTON, ) com. 
E. D.EFNER, § mittee. 


BUFFALO, FRIDAY, JULY 7, 1826. 
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NO. 26, 


AN 
ADDRESS, 

Pronounced before the Worshipful Masters, 
Wardens, and Brethren of Barton Loner, of 
the village of Black Rock, and Western 
Star Lopor, of the village of Buffalo, on the 
anniversary of St. John the Baptist. 

BY L. 8. EVERETT. 
“ Let brotherly love continue.” —Scripture. 


WORSHIPFUL MASTER, WARDENS, AND BRETHREN : 

That laudable devotion to the interests of 
Free Masonry which has convened this respect- 
able assemblage, is deserving of the commen- 
dation of every enlightened and feeling heart. 
For here, and on this joyful occasion, we are 
met, to celebrate the anniversary, and thereby 
to commemorate the virtues, of the venerated 
Patron of our institution, St. John the Bap- 
tist. 

But here we would discriminate between a 
blind, if not an idolatrous, worship of men, and 
that pure homage to virtue, which is this day 
demanded at our hands. Should we wor- 
ship the man, whose anniversary we this day 
celebrate, we should have taken one step to- 
wards polytheism; but if we devoutly vene- 
rate and admire his virtues, it but accelerates 
our advancement in moral and intellectual re- 
finement. The man was the pttron but not 
the author of our institution. The energies 
of his arm did not rear the beauteous fabrick of 
free-masonry, nor did his voice praduce the har- 
mony and concord that does, or ought to exist, 
among the fraternity. Nay, some greater, 
more powerful, more perfect Being must have 
exerted the energies of wisdom itself, or the 
sublime theory of free-masonry could not have 
excited. Its practical efficacy, however, 
been ochensed by the precepts, and sided by 
the examples of our sainted Patron. It becomes 
us, therefore, on this oreatiegs to consider for 
amo the Origen, the Rise, and the Prog- 
ress of Mibonry, in order that its appli iit 
to the condition of man, and its effect upon so- 
ciety may be duly understood and apprecia- 
t 


In speaking of the Origin of Ancient Free- 
masonry I shall not confine my remarks to any 
period when it may have assumed its present 
speculative form, but shall seek for some satis- 
factory information relative to the first de 
ment of the principal form which the institution 
soled fen existence and to which we yn 

‘or those peculiar ene which haye 
been—which are--and which will be, enjoyed 
by the Fraternity. 
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In pursuit of the desired information, we 
must go back to the time when Omnipotence 
said, “ Let there be light—and there was light.” 
In the great work of creation we shall discover 
by the light of reason and revelation the model 
of our institution. Order was then brought out 
of chaotic confusion—light separated from 
gloomy darkness—and beauty, and propriety, 
and symmetry,and comeliness,adorned the new- 
made and widely expanded creation. Then, 
the Sun arose in the East to usher in the day, 
dispelling in his progress each noxious vapor, 
and shedding abroad his exhilarating influence ; 
then, the noon succeeded with her cheering 
tho’ paler rays;—ard then glittered in the 
heavens those orbs of less magnitude, which a- 
dorn and beautify the far extended firmament 
on high. In this sublime work we discover 
Order, Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty. 

But if we stop here the half will not be told. 
When we contemplate the motive, which must 

‘have actuated the mind of infinite Intelligence 
when the stupendous work was performed, we 
discover the first exhibition of that divine 
principle, which, more effectually than ought 
beside,binds in one blissful fraternity, the hearts 
and souls of thousands. The Earth,the Sun,the 
Moon, and the Stars were brought into being— 
but by no selfish design. The Supreme Arch- 
itect did not utter the omnifick decree which 
produced the wonderful creation, with.a view 
merely to -display his power and greatness to 
angelic spectators. A nobler employment 

Man, the nobler, if not 


engaged his attention. 
the noblest work of God, was the favored be- 
ing for whose especial benefit the work was 


done. To this end, the mountains dropped 
down fatness, the vallies teemed with rich a- 
bundance, and the luxuriant earth produced 
her increase. Each beast of the field—each 
foul of the air, and fish of the sea, was endowed 
with gifts suited to its capacity; but man, the 
proud monarch of this lower world, was ap- 
pointed the Lord of Creation.” 

Here, then, we discover the “love wherewith 
God hath loved us ;”—and that divine emotion 
which unites, or ever should unite, the hearts 
of masons, is but an emanation of the love of 
God. When, therefore, we feel a desire to 
promote the welfare of our fraternity, and the 
well-being of each individual compaging it, we 
may know that our emotions are godlike, and 
may delight to contemplate the wonderful work 
that teaches us to “ love one another.” 

Having found, by briefly adverting to its ori- 
gen, that God himself is the Author of those 
prineiples which distinguish the institution, we 
can now, for a moment, attend to its rise in 
the mind of man. 

No sooner did the progemtors of our race 
find themselves on this habitable globe, than 
they essayed to unite the works of nature’s 
God. Unable to create, the rude sheltet was 
farmed with the materials at hand; and, in im- 
itation, of the etherial canopy, the fragile | roof 
was spread athwart, to shield them from the 





. . . z — 
chilling winds or falling dews. Nor can we 
fail to discover in this, a noble imitation of the 
Creator. The great Architect had brought 
forth all the inanimate, and perhaps, the ani- 
mate creation, that he might thereby enhance 
the happiness of his intellectual, dependent be. 
ings. So with the head and representative of 
the human race. His own manly form 
might have withstood the wind, the heat, o 
even the tempest ; but the fair object of his af. 
fection—the precious gift of an indulgent Crea. 
tor—the help meet—the solace—the com. 
panion“Athesjoy—the treasure of man, if lefi 
ex would have withered beneath thy 
sco g@ rays of summer,or perished when 
smitten by the wintry blast. Hence we leary, 
that the sacred tie that binds the hearts of ma- 
sons together, and moreover, exists in, and is 
cherished, by every worthy brother, toward; 
his partner and his friend, had its rise in the 
heart of man, when he was rocked in the era- 
dle of creation, and sustained by the milk 
of Omnipotent benevolence. 

The progress of operative masonry or geon- 
etry was such as might have been expected.— 
The first development of its useful principles 
has been noticed in the rudely fashioned dwell. 
ing of our progenitors. Improvements wer 
made from time to time, until at length the 
stately edifice was reared by its aid, and embel- 
lished with the various orders of geometrical 
perfection. In process of time, the cedars of 
Lebanon were filled, the stone of the mountains 
were quarried, hewn, squared, and numbered; 
and then was erected, by Solomon the son of 
David,the costly, the magnificent, the glorious 
Temple, the perfectibility and sublimity of 
which, did honor to those who superintended 
its erection, and gave system to the labors o! 
the Craft. 

Altho’ the principles of speculative masonry 
have existed from the beginning, yet I am no! 
authorised, by the little knowledge I possess, 
to assert, that the science had assumed its pres- 
ent form, until about the time when the Ten 
ple of Solomon was erected. But every wel 
instructed mason is in possession of facts which 
warrant the conclusion, that from the days of 
Solomon to the present time, the mysterious, 
and it is believed, the genuine principles of the 
Craft have been preserved, without any mate- 
rial alterations, in the faithful breasts of the 
fraternity. . The peculiar manner in which the 
Temple of Solomon was erected,the discipline 
which was enjoined by the master workmen, 
and cbserved by the Craft, gave system to spec: 
ulative free-masonry, and converted the imple- 
ments of industry into the means of preparing 
the heart, for that moral edifice, that building 
of God, that Temple of Jehovah’s fame aud 
man’s perfectability, which is eternal in the 
heavens, 

The progress of the institution from the days 
of Solomon to the present time has been such 
as to warrant the belief, that at no far distant 
day its effulgent beams will irradiate, more ex- 
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tensively than keretofore, each quarter of, the 
habitable globe. ' 
flourished in an eract ratio with the advance- 
‘ment of civilization. Whenever, and where- 
ever knowledge and liberty have been encour- 


aged and enjoyed, the heaven-born principles of | 


our order have illuminated the moral world.— 
But wherever despotism, ignorance, tyranny, 
or oppression have predominated, there the 
genius of Masonry has suffered. Incontesti- 
ble facts sustain the assertion, that the liberty 
and knowledge of any people, of any age, may 
be ascertained by the aid and encouragement 
they may have lent to our instit - There 
are now in existence examples i ’ of 
this position. The bigotted and weak-muded 
Ferdinand of Spain, is disposed to prohibit the 
peaceful convocations of the fraternity, and 
would fain take from them the key which un- 
locks the mysteries of our order: And in that 
ill-fated country, a blind obedience to popes 
and priests is substituted for virtue—a servile 
obsequiousness to monarchy, the only passport 
to preferment—and blind confidence in the in- 
fallibility of both, the only way to heaven. In 
Ireland, a public procession of free-masons is 
forbidden; such an exhibition being consider- 
eda high misdemeanor, to be punished as a vi- 
olation of the British statute against unlawful 
assemblies. Itis also believed, that even in 
England, no lodge can be constituted without 
the sanction of the Lord Chancellor, to be ob- 
tained by the recommendation of certain neigh- 
boring magistrates. In those places, tis true, 
there are many enlightened hearts, but liberty 
and knowledge, with their concomitant bles- 
sings, cannot be said to be generally prevalent 
where the light of masonry is considered dan- 
gerous or detrimental to the peace and safety 
of the “ powers that be.” It is darkness‘only, 
that dreads the advancement of light, and civil 
or religious tyranny only, that can be injured by 
a dissemination of the enlightening principles 
of our institution. 

If we indulge in a comparison of our own 
condition with that of our brethren in. other 
lands, the truth of the foregoing remarks will 
be more apparent. While our brethren in 
other countries are sorely oppressed by the in- 
tolerance of cruel kings and more cruel priests, 
in this happy land, we are aided, streng. ened, 
and encouraged, by the great, the noble, and 
the good. And, on this day, while our breth- 
ren of the mystic tie are forbidden, in other 
realms, to celebrate with becoming joy, the 
anniversary of our patron saint, we are permit- 
ted to mingle our felicitations, and express our 
rational hilarity, by openly. doing honor to his 
virtues and his fame. We hail, with unspeak- 
able gratitude the return of this jpbilee—and 
all hail to the blessings conferred upon us by 
the free institutions of our beloved country ! 
Here, and on this joyful day, we will embellish 
the temple of our country’s fame with the 
cheerful offerings of our thanksgiving, and de- 
voutly dedicate our hearts to God—our coun- 


| try, to 
Masonry has increased and | 


" cause of masonry and freedom! 

I have thus briefly spoken of the origin of 
/masonry, its rise in the heart of man, and its 
' progress in the moral world, in order that its 
‘applicability to the condition of man, and its 
effect upon society may be duly understood 
‘and appreciated. In pursuance of this method, 
it now devolves on me to speak, first, of its ap- 
plicability to the condition of mankind. 

Mankind, by reason of their strange mis- 
conceptions, or on account of acquired or in- 
herent depravity, are generally liable, if not 
disposed, to do evil. There was a time, if we 
may accredit the testimony of the greater light 
of masonry, when sin and moral evil did not ex- 
ist. But alas! that time was of short duration. 
Although the law of God was given to man 
only for his benefit, and attested by the evi- 
dences of Jehovah’s kind intentions, yet it was 
soon violated by those whose duty and whose 
interest it was to keep it inviolate. The whole 
duty of man, as expressed in that law, which 
of itself was “ perfect, converting the soul,” is 
summed up in these two commandments ;— 
“thou shalt love the Lord thy God witlr all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind, and thy neighbor as t .” This 
law, { have said, was given for nefit of 
man ; and it having been dictated by infinite 
wisdom it is rational to conclude that the bene- 
fit thus intended to be bestowed, can never be 
enjoyed until some means are devised and used, 
whereby obedience to that law can be secured: 
It is in vain that mankind expect the blessings 
of God’s perfect law, so long as they neglect 
or refuse to render obedience to its require- 
ments. Now these facts being self-evident, it 
follows, that any train of operations which can 
excite mankind to render obedience to the law 
of God, will be highly serviceable to our spe- 
cies, and deserving the approbation of all good 
men. If, therefore, I can succeed in convinc- 
ing this audience, that the institution of free- 
masonry is peculiarly calculated to produce 
this desirable state of things, I shall thereby 
secure to the fraternity, the good wishes and 
approbation of each intelligent heart. ‘To do 
this it becomes necessary to show, that. the 
leading principles of the craft are expressly cal- 
culated to remove hatred, and promote brother- 
ly love and a love of the Lord our God, a- 
mong kind. 

It will be conceded by every candid mind, 
that mankind are designed’ and qualified for so- 
cial intercourse: Nor will it be denied, that 
much happiness results from our social rela- 
tions in life. For example; those families 
where mutual forbearance and guod feelings 
exist, enjoy a greater degree of happiness than 
those of a different description ; nor can it be 
denied, that those gifts which qualify us for 
such domestic enjoyment, are among the num- 
ber of our blessings. Any thing that tends to 
enhance that harmony which we so much de- 
light to witness in domestic circles, is consider- 
ed by all good men, as worthy of encourage- 
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ment and commendation. Hence, children 
are advised to love their parents, and parents 
delight to love their children. Here then, we 
discover that relationship which God has caus- 
ed to exist in the first social compacts that have 
been known in our world. All nations, wheth- 
er savage or civilized, have encouraged the un- 
ion of hearts in such-like domestic relations; 
and instances of rare aflection, and consequent- 
ly of peculiar enjoyment, arising from the ex- 
istence of mutual affection, have been known 
among every people under heaven. But the 
absence of affection in families, is always the 
cause of unhappiness and it will not be denied, 
that a want of that mutual regard which should 
exist in the great family of mankind, is the 
most fruitful source of discord and misery in 
our world. 

If we seek for the cause of that alarming 
destitution of brotherly kindness which is ob- 
servable among mankind, we may trace it to 
two sources, both of which deserve a moment’s 
attention. First; mankindare prone to for- 
get that all have one Father, even God.— 

ould all men realize this important fact, they 
would be more likely to perform, with a ready 
and willing mind, those kind offices of friend- 





elements of masonry are so admirably calcula. 
ted to impress the mind with this important 
reality, that no candidate can pass the thresh. 
old of a lawfully constituted lodge withou 
feeling its truth and importance. And indeed, 
were it possible to do otherwise, he would soon 
feel constrained to acknowledge the existence 
of a God, or retrace his steps to the place from 
whence he came. Nor does the instructiop 
end here. For being surrounded with dangers, 
he involuntarily implores divine aid: and if 
the boon is granted, he offers upon the altar, 
his tribute of, gratitude, and his vows of con- 
staney and faithfulness. 

As he progresses in his journey, reminded 9t 
every step of the necessity of omnipotent aid, 
he learns to feel for. the misfortunes of othérs, | 
and to realize the fact, that all are bound to- 
gether, by one common tie. Could your spea- ; 
ker but be permitted to raise the curtdin Of iniy 


| penetrable secresy, a scene might be exhibittd 


by whick each mason is taught to pity and aid 
the pennyless and distressed ; but wisdom for- 
bids, and I forbear. 

Thus, then, we learn, that the institution is 
calculated to remove those causes of evil, which 
so extensively prevail, by leading the mind 


ship and brotherly love, which are required at} to a contemplation and acknowledgment ot 
our hands. But each one for himself, is ever the great “J Am,” and by teachiag us the re- 
ready to suppose, that he is, ina very particu- | lationship that exists between the various mem 

lar sense of the word, a “ child of God,” while | bers of his family. 

perhaps his neighbor is abhorred for the oup-| But we shali discover more clearly its adap- 


posed want of that relationship which exists be- | tation to the condition of mankind,when we 


tween God and himself. Let that distinction | consider more particularly, that estrangement, 
(which is as unholy as it is pernicious) be lev- | and individuality, which exist among men. 
elled with the dust, and an evil is removed | desirous are mankind, to promote their own 
which has embittered the cup of human wo | advancement, that when another’s welfare lic: 
to a greatdegree. But, in their way, they hesitate not tosacrifice it ou 
Again: Another cause of this deplorable | the altar of unjust ambition. To unite the in- 
destitution of brotherly love, is ignorance of terests of mankind, therefore, and to assimulate 
thatrelationship which exists between man and | their feelings, has ever been a desideratum a- 
man. Weare all the offspring of one common | mong the great and good of all ages. And 
parent, and are dependent, not only upon God, | here the principles of free-masonry are pecu- 
but also upon one another. Could we but re-' liarly beneficial. On the broad basis of mu- 
ilize this dependence, how ready should we be | tual regard, of mutual charity, and heaven- 
to alleviate each other’s distresses! One man| born benevolence are united, the hearts, th: 
be to-day under prosperous, and another hands,and the earthly interests of the fraternity. 
under adverse circumstances ; but to-morrow’s | The social virtues are practiced and encour- 
setting sun may witness an astonishing reverse. | aged by all good masons. And when we con- 
Could the lessons afforded us in the casualties ; sider the deplorable condition of the world, we 
of providence, or by the fickleness of fortune, | have reasons to thank heaven for an institution 
be set in order before us, we should have less | so well calculated to effect a re-union of God 
inducements to exult on a comparison of our | and men. 
own condition with that of others, and should} In speaking of the effect of masonry on soci- 
be more inclined to pity, alleviate, and esteem, | ety, you will indulge me in adverting to what 
our unfortunate brethren of the human race. ‘has been, to what is, and to what probably 
I am now prepared to show, that freemason- may be the consequence resulting from the con 
ry is an éfficient corrective of those evils, and | nexion. 
is peculiarly calculated to produce brotherly| Before I attempt to speak affirmatively of its 
Jove and a loveofGod. First, then I observe, ; effects, allow me to shield the institution from 
that it restores us to a sense of our relationship ' the shafts of its calumniators, by making an as- 
with God. We are taught, in the most im-’ sertion which will be sanctioned by every hon- 
pressive mauner, the sublime truth, that there | est heart: The institution of free-masonry 
is @ great incomprehensible First Cause, who, | has never done any harm. This fact, we are 
by his power hath produced the universe, and | as well prepared to defend, as our adversaries 
by his wisdom controls its vast affairs. The | are to impeach it; and we should be thankful 
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could the same be said of all other moral and 
religious institutions. 

To proceed. If we consult the annals of 
masonry, we shall find thatits effects have here- 
tofore been such as to deserve and receive the 
appropriation of all good men. Ifour atten- 
tion is directed to its influence on the hearts 
..nd lives of such as have been instructed in its 
sublime principles and mysteries, we shall find, 
that in many instances, it has wrought an affec- 
tual change for the better; while in almost ev- 
ery case it has expanded the mind, enlarged 
the heart, and enlightened the understanding. 
We do not pretend that such have been its uni- 
, form effects; for many instances of unworthi- 
ness are discove among us. But defects 
* fn the conduct of masons are not attributable to 
the institution itself. We are no more justifi- 
ed in saying that masonry inculcates or encour- 
“ages immorality because the evil exists among 
“us; than we are in saying that our Creator is 
the author of sin because he permits it to dis- 
turb the quietude, and destroy the peace of his 
children. But while we are constrained ingen- 
uously to confess the painful truth, that even 
masons come short of their duty, we would 
plead, in extenuation, the universal liability of 
mankind to go out of the way,—nay we would 
add, that our faults are not occasioned by any 
defect or unrighteousness in the institution, but 
by a defect in our earthly natures. While 


therefore we appeal to an enlightened public, 


and to this respectable audience, for the boon 
of charity, we place ourselves on-a level with 
members of other moral institutions, and ask 
no more than we are inclined to bestow. 

It will not be denied, that a social feeling ex- 
ists among the members of our mystic commu- 
nion, which leads to" many happy results.— 
More has been done by the brethren, to alle- 
viate each other’s distresses, than has been 
done by the members of other societies; and 
while we regret being compelled to confess, 
that much more should have been done, we 
would rejoice on account of the kindness which 
has been exhibited, and the many benefits that 
have resulted from the social relations which 
bind us together in one family. 

But the members of our mystic body are not 
the only individuals upon whom the institution 
has had its good effect: Many, whose eyes 
have not seen, and whose ears have not heard 
a development of its principles, have been 
shielded from harm.by its protecting energies, 
and supplied with bread by its provident benev- 
olence. It has extended the hand of kindness 
to the surviving partners of masonic brethren ; 
it has watched with paternal solicitude over 
fatherless children ; it has furnished food for 
the hungry, and clothing for the naked; it has 
visited the sick and granted liberty to the 
prisoner,—and it has oftentimes ex@rted an in- 
visible protecting power over the virtues of 
those who might have fallen victims to unprin- 
cipled libertines ; yea, it has ever extended its 
guardiaaship over the destinies of those, whose 





fair forms weuld shtink from the toils and 
dangers of the fraternity. Such, it is the duty 
and the privilege of masons. to protect, and 
such, we aver, have often been shielded from 
ruin by the genius of our institution. 

But when we contemplate the sacred re- 
quirements of masonry, and compare our obli- 
gations with our performances, we have reasou 
to deplore the striking disparity. On the one 
hand, we view the moral requisitions of free- 
masonry, arrayed in all the “ beauty of holi- 
ness;” and on the other, the conduct of ma- 
sons, clad in the habiliments of imperfection ! 
If, therefore, we-compare what has been done 
with what might have been, we shall be con- 
strained to deplore the effect of the most per- 
fect precepts upon an imperfect world: But, 
if we indulge in the anticipation of what may, 
what probably will be the blessings secured to 
the worid—more especially to the fraternity, 
by the increase and prevalence of our principles, 
we have every reason to rejoice and be glad. 
For as light, knowledge, and liberty increase, 
the mists of darkness and ignorance—the curs- 
es of slavery, of bigotry, and of superstition, 
will be done away; and them the divine re- 
quirements of masonry will be understood, and 
more generally obeyed, the prejudices of mak- 
kind will subside, and the Topstone of mora! 
owe will be brought forth with shouting! 

hen science and liberty shall have effected 
the downfall of tyranny and unholy oppression 
—when the radiant beams’ of a peaceful gos- 
pel shall have illuminated the ends of the earth 
—when the Tabernacle of God shall be with 
men and his empire the hearts of his offspring 
—when the reign of the deceiver shall come to 
an end and’ the kingdom of our God and his 
Christ shall be triumphant throughout the wide- 
extended universe,—then, shall the hearts of 
unnumbered millions be united by the chords 
of love and charity; ard then shall the whole 
habitable globe become a well constituted 
Lodge, the Gavel to be laid aside, and the 
sword which now guards our sanctuary from 
the encroachments of vice, be converted into 
an implement of useful industry with this in- 
ne ol HOLINESS TO THE Loxp.” 

n view of this glorious prospect, we ma’ 
well forego each painful dattita— Sate ad 
hind us each weight, and the sin that most ea- 
sily besets the heart, and press forward towards 
the mark of the prize of the high calling of God 
our Saviour, with redoubled zeal, with untiring 
patience, with renewed perseverence, and with 
more perfect devotedness to the cause we have 
espoused. We have engaged in a warfare a- 
gainst principalities and powers—against wick- 
edness in high ger. but our loins shall be 
girt about with truth; we will put on the 
breast-plate of righteousness; our feet shall 
be shod with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace; we will take the shield of faith, the hel- 
met of salvation, and the sword of the spirit, 
rejoicing evermore in the hope of immortal de- 
liverence ! But alas! we have enemies withip 
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and without, And how shall we be enabled to 
conquer ? : 

Respected Brethren:—We have convened 
on this happy day to commemorate the immor- 
tal virtues of the great patron of freemasonry, 
St. John the Baptist. How can we more ef- 
fectually encompass our dbject than by mutu- 
ally exhorting each other to good works? We 
may safely indulge our innocent hilarity and 
joy on this blessed occasion ; and may with e- 
qual propriety direct our attention towards that 
morality, the attainment of which, should ever 
constitute our governing motive. While, 
therefore, we cordially express our felicitations, 
and cheerfully indulge in social enjoyment, 
let us not forget that the eyes of the world are 
upon us, and that much of our prosperity de- 
pends on the correctness of our deportment. 

Permit me, therefore, to recommend the 
taost vigilant watchfulness over yourselves and 
each other. Let a constant use of the imple- 
ments of the profession be effectual in remov- 
ing every unhallowed excrescence of our na- 
tures—let the plumb be skilfully applied to ev- 
ery action, and the square, to the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. Let us endeavor to 
walk uprightly on the level, and hold sweet 
communion together. Let it never be said, 


that party divisions interrupt ycur prosperity, 
or disturb your peace ; be careful never to al- 
low any root of bitterness to spring up among 
you ; be ever ready to perform each duty that 
may devolve on -you respectively in life; be 


courteous and kind to those who are not found 
worthy ; cultivate the social virtues with the 
utmost care ; let your families and connexions 
reap the benefit of the light you have received, 
so far as prudence dictates ; arm yourselves 
with alacrity in the defence of virtue and in- 
nocence ; shield the unprotected from the 
blasts of calumny ; do good unto all men es- 
pecially to those who are of the household of 
faith—yea do thus, that the Author aad finish- 
er of our profession may be glorified, and glo- 
rify us ; and, that the tears of the widows and 
fatherless may moisten your graves, and future 
zenerations rise up and call you truly blessed. 
Amen. So mote it be. 
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‘* THE THING AS 1T 18.”—Job. 


TO OUR PATRONS. 

This nurnber completes the first half year of the 
vOURTH VOLUME of the Gospel Advocate; and we 
seel a deep sense of our obligations to God and agen- 
erous public for the support and success which have 
hitherto strengthened our hands arid encouraged our 
hearts in the good cause in which we have labored. 
It will doubtless afford much pleasure to our friends 
to learn that our list of subscribers is greatly aug- 
mented, and is constantly increasing. Our patron- 
age exceeds that of any other paper in the Western 
District, and is instrumentai, we humbly hope, in 
carrying a weekly message of salvation to thousands 
who would otherwise be destitute of correct relig- 








ious intelligence. 

thus widely circulated we have no excuse for re- 

misness on‘ our part, nor should its friends, if we 

rightly judge, relax into indifference, thinking that 

the endisobtained. Although the paper is read with 

interest by many of our brethren, yet there are thon- 
sands who might be benefitted by having an oppor- 

tunity to peruse its pages, and exertion should not 

cease until every anxious inquirer is supplied with 
the bread which giveth life. We hope therefore that 
every friend of gospel truth in this section of our 
country willlend us all the aid in his power to extend 
its circulation still farther. To those among our 
subscribers who have complied with the Terms of our 
paper we embrace this opportunity to return our 
warmest thanks. Wecannot be too explicit in our 
commendation of their punctuality, and ardenily pray 
that they may enjoy the reward of well doing. But 
there are many who are now im arrears, and to all 
such we are compelled to say, that to them we look 
with confidence for aid now that we needit. The 
terms of the Advocate are well known to our read- 
ers, and now, we are compelled to collect all arrear- 
ages without unnecessary delay. In order that no 
excuse may be urged in extenvation of future re- 
misness, we hereby give notice that money may be 
transmitted by mail at ourrisk; and where the whole 
amount now due is forwarded within six weeks 
(which will include the whole amount to the end of 
this volume,) it may be sent at our expense. Those 
who neglect to improve this opportunity to afford 
relief, unless special contracts have been made with 
the Publisher of his agents, may expect to be called 
onsoon. The Printer and Paper Maker want mort- 
ey and must have it. A word to the wise is suffi- 
cient. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 
REFLECTIONS. 


«“ Ministers exhort to a contempt of riches, 
of glory, of pride, of pleasure, of personal dec- 
orations and indulgences ; and while they thus 
exhort, they are clad in purple and fine linen 
—they ascend pulpits upon steps covered with 
carpets, and sustain themselves by winding ma- 
hogany hand rails—they kneel and rest their 
arms upon cushions covered with scarlet 
damask—a vaulted roof is their conopy, and 
the music of the organ delighteth their senses. 
They cry aloud, riches are vain—and demand 
contributions of money. They condemn per- 
sonal decorations, and lift up their arms clad 
in rich vesture, with decorations of white linen 
around their necks. They enlarge upon the 
vice of indulging appetites, and hasten to dine 
upon roast meats with gravies and spices!” 
— From a Cincinnati paper. 





LAW RELIGION. 

A man is now living in Westbrook, { Mass.) 
by the name of Adam Barbour, who had his 
large Bible sold at auction, in the time of the 
Revolution, (while the town was called Fal- 
mouth) to pay ministerial taxes. The holy 
book was purchased by one Enoch Freeman, 
who is also living. There are several others 
who witnessed the sale ; as also of his saddle, 
which was sold at the same time. ; 

Another man in this town, by the name of 





John Millett, was prosecuted for having been 
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absent from public worship for four Sundays. 
But he get the fine remitted, by proving that 
he could not attend, and be decent or comfort- 
able ; forhis only coat had been previously 
attached and sold to pay his minister tax. As 
Millett was a very poor man, the court decided 
that he should be excused from a fine and have 
his coat returned, provided he would attend 
cburch ! 

Would it not be well to have these facts 
transmitted to posterity as a solemn warning to 
those who are lusting after a law religion? 
—Christian Itel. 


FROM THE PHILAD. REFORMER. 

Ata late concert of sacred music in this city, 
the Rev. Dr. Ely gave notice that the music 
would be repeated on the following Monday 
evening, when a Missionary sermon would be 
preached, and a collection taken up to aid the 
funds. He requested that those who could 
give cents only would stay away and not occu- 
py the seats of those who could give silver—for 
said he, we have too many cents in our bags 
onall occasions. He-should be glad of quarter 
dollars, half dollars, or even dollars ; but, said 
he, everygperson coming on that occasion is ex- 
pected to give at least twelve and a half cents. 
I repeat it, said he, no person is expected to 
come at that time without a “leven-penny-bit in 
his pocket. 1. 

The “ Dr.” had better been dreaming again 
about Retrospective Theology and the worlds 
of spirits, than to have expressed himself in 
such a manner on such a delicate subject. It 
is an old proverb, that “beggars should not 
be choosers,” or take it upon themselves to 
dictate how much or what sort of coin shall be 
given them. In the present instance the “ Rev. 
Dr.” fairly outraged this good old maxim, and 
the result was as might have been expected— 
few, if we are rightly informed, attended to 
hear the “ sacred music,” and the amount col- 
lected was but small. 

If the “ Dr.” continues so inflexible about 
having ’leven-penny-bits, he may be served as 
another “ Reverend” preacher in this city 
was some time since. In taking round the 
bags for collection, the deacons discovered 
an unusual quantity of bright pieces thrown in, 
and heard the animating sound as they jingled 
together. This induced them to think they 
had been very successful on the occasion, when 
lo! on emptying out the contents of their mon- 
ey bags, they found they had been gathering 
bits of tin cut toa suitable size to resemble 
silver currency. 

Since writing the above remarks, the fol- 
lowing has been received through the medium 
of the post office. 

Mr. Editor —Within the last month there 
was a famous concert held in the Rev. Dr. E- 
ly’s church—for what purpose I did not learn. 
Before the audience dispersed, the Doctor in- 
formed them that a sermon would be preached 
on the following Monday evening for the bene- 


f 
. 


fit of the missionary cause, if I understood a- 
right. In his address he made use of words to 
the following effect—* You that cannot bring a 
*leven-penny-bit had better stay away to make 
room for those who can.” A pretty imperti- 
nent remark in my opinion, and certainly gain- 
ed him no credit with the thinking part of his 
audience. 
An Avptror. 


Accomplished Quackery.—In the Conall of 
Saturday, we met with this paragraph. 

“Singular Case.—Ata recent meeting of 
the London Hibernian Society, the Rev. E. 
Irving, Minister of the Caledonian Church, 
after some observations on the nature of the 
Society, concluded thus :—“To use the lan- 
guage of the Apostle, silver and gold have I 
none, but all that I have I giveunto thee. My 
Lord, I beg to present you with a yaluable re- 
lict; a gold watch, which belonged to my 
late brother, and I beg you will keep it in 
pledge; and whenever the sale of a work I 
have lately published, shall put me in posses- 
sion of the means, I will certainly: redeem 
it.’—He then laid on the table a handsome 
gold watch. The chairman requested he would 
take it back again, and repeatedly offered it to 
him; but he refused, and said that so great an 
interest did he feel in the welfare of the Soci- 
ety, that no power on earth should induce him 
toaccept it. This extraordinary scene excited 
a considerable sensation in the meeting.” 

Now, was there ever a more ridiculous piece 
of affectation? This Mr. Edward Irving isa 
person of considerable talents as a pulpit de- 
claimer, who excited a great deal of attention 
two years ago, by the singularity and eloquence 
of his sermons. But asno sort of quackery has 
more than six weeks of popularity in London 
Mr. Irving, his “ orations,” long flowing hair, 
and ecclesiastical coxcombry, have t ey 
oblivion. The circumstance named fore- 
going paragraph, is an attempt to re-exeite the 
public attention. As Mr. Irving is so apt with 
his quotations, why did he not recollect the 
precept, “ let not thy right hand know, &c. 
&c,” instead of proclaiming his charity and 
poverty to the world? The fact is, the thing 
was meant as a double puff; first, of himself, 
and secondly, of his work “lately published.” 
Mr. Irving cannot be so passing poor. His sal- 
ary is very excellent ; £1000 (about $4,600) 
per annum, besides his professional fees, and 
he received upwards of $5000 for his volume 
of sermons, or “ orations,” as he affectedly e- 
nough calls them, 


Qliden Times and Modern Times.—We read, 
Acts xvii. 32, “ When they (the Athenians) 
heard of the resurrection of the dead, some 
mocked ; and others said, We will hear thee 
again of this.” Itis the same now. When 
the pious, good, orthodox people hear of the 
resurrection of the dead, to life, an immortali- 





ty of ceaseléss bliss and glory, they will mock ; 
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or if, perchance, they say, ‘“‘ We will hear thee 
again of this,” they are careful to keep away. 
Reader, it is the resurrection of the dead sin- 
ner, toa glorious immortality, which is the 
burden and song of the Gospel. What sayest 
thou ? Wilt thou hear us again of this? If so, 
believe and rejoice, for thou shalt be raised in 
the heavenly image, incorruptible, and in glory. 


Dd 


SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATED. 


There is a harmony and agreement in truth, 
which can never be the result of error and 
misconstruction, The Scriptures may be con- 
sidered under the figure of a majestic tree ; 
the roots of which are invisible to man, and 
support it, as the Author of revelation supports 
the truth He has promulgated. The trunk of 
the tree answers to the great leading truth of 
revelation, relative to the being, character, and 
purposes of God. The principal branches, to 
the conclusions resulting from the great truth 
first mentioned ; ‘while the numerous smaller 
branches and ramifications of the vegetable, 
show the diffusive evidence, all in kind, of the 
truths of revelation. Agreement is the test of 
truth ; disagreement of falsehood. When we 
discover a tree bearing two kinds of fruit, we 
are convinced that one kind is illegitimate, and 
the contrivance of the husbandman, who has 
grafied a strange scion into the tree, of a differ- 
ent quality. Thustranslators of the Scriptures 
have grafted sprouts from the Calvinistic and 
other trees, into the Scripture tree. This de- 


ception can always be discovered with as much 
certainty, as the deception practised by the 


husbandman. The fruit is not of a kind and 
quality. First ascertain the fruit of the tree, 
and the fruit of any branch which differs, must 
be the spurious work of man. 

God is the Author of truth ; “* God is love.” 
Love then, is the root, the cause of all, and 
the fruigmust not, cannot be hatred! “The 
tree,” says Christ, “is known by its fruit,”— 
Here, then, is the grand criterion. Love, in- 
finite, immutable, and ever-existing, is the great 
root or cause, from which proceeds all the good 
toman. If evilis produced, it cannot be of a 
legitimate origin, but must cease when its cause 
is removed. The root is love—the trunk of 
the tree is of the same quality of the root, and 
so are the branches ; and the fruit is the gem 
the very quintessence and virtue, and excel- 
lence of the vegetable. Thus of God’s reve- 
lation to man. Love made it. Love is the 
subject of it. Love is the object of it. And 
as it commenced in love, it will end in love ; 
when it shall be fulfilled in every heart, and 
God’s universal benificence live and reign tri- 
umphantly in every bosom. For the “ tree of 
life” bears fruit for the healing of the nations, 
and its roots are continually wet and fructified 
by “ the pure river of the waters of life, clear 

stal, proceeding out of the throne of God 
and the Lamb.” . (See Rev. xxii1.)—Gospel 
Herald. 


FROM THE REFORMER. 
“ Believe not every Spirit.” 
There is a spirit that denies 
The lowly life our Saviour sought, 
His meek example would despise 
And the humility he taught; 
But honors of high heav’n it claims, 
As tho’ commission’d from its throne 
Titles of worth and reverend names, 
Such as aredue to God alone. 
This is the spirit we behold, 
And proves the Scriptures true, 
for its false teachers, as foretold, 
Make merchandise of you ; 
Far as our western wilds extend, 
And on our cultur’d plains, 
Far as our waving harvests bend, 
This sordid spirit reigns. 
Its harpies are upon the wing, 
Its banners are unfurl’d, 
Orations from its temples ring 
The wisdom of the world. 
As it has toil’d for ages past, 
So will it persevere ; 
What treasures has it not amass’d 
To build a kingdom here ? 
This kingdom rais’d for antichrist. 
Although the christian name it bear. 
By which all nations are entic’d ; 
What strangers to the cross they are. 
This kingdom as its deeds avow, 
If earthly powers refuse to aid, 
By fraud must be supported now, 
And every wily snare is laid. 
Though tracts and volumes are compil’d 
To bind a nation to its creed, 
Yet pure religion, undefil’d, 
Is this—to visit in their need 
The widow and the fatherless ; 
Assuage their sorrow, soothe their pain, 
And while amid this wilderness 
Upsullied from the world remain. y 
The following lines, copied from the original 
in an Album kept in a Hotel in Patterson, by 
some curious Visiter, deserves a place in our 
columns, as it contains considerable merit, and 
is a good satire upon the intolerance and un- 
charitableness of the age. 
At Patterson, upon one Sunday morn, 
A Parson strove his sermon to adorn 
With similies ; and made himself quite hoarse 
Preaching against sinners, and his high discourse 
He ended thus: “ Beloved brethren dear, 
On the great judgment day "tis clear, 
You'll all be damned : I too shall be there, 
But Pi ascend to regions bright and fair. 
I dare.say now there is not one of you, 
| But thinks when I ascend he’ll go up too, 
By holding on to my coat skirts ; but friends, 
tell ye, no ! 





Pll keep you. off as well as any fencer 
sages Pn day, [mean to wear a Spencer.” 





